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ThisAussie-built504hasnotchedupmore
than a millionkilometres

in a verycolourful
history . SteveCropleytakes it for a drive

Were

KeithHerbert'
s Peugeot504an

ordinarycar
,

it wouldhavebeen
scrapped15yearsandhalf a million
milesago . It certainlywouldn'

t be
living in a warmWiltshiregarageas

it doestoday ,

still in dailyusebut
fetedforhavingcoveredmore than

a million
kilometres

(

625 ,000miles
)

in
a globetrotting life

of dramaandadventure.
Asthemostrecent of thecar'

s fiveowners
,

Peugeot loverKeithHerbert
,

a retiredhaulage
bosswholivesnearBath

,

has '

only'ownedthe
carforthepast15years , storing it alongside four
otherPeugeots . During thattime

,

hehasadded
a

`modest'100,000kmbut
,

most important ,

hehas
hadthedistinction of turningupthemagicmillion
onitskilometre-reading odometer.

Thefamous504startedlife
in a Renault-owned

assemblyplant in Melbourne
,

Australia
,

under
a

curiouscolonialdealstruckbetween theFrench
automotiverivalsthat led

to 504sbeingbuilt

alongsideRenault' s ownR12sandR16s
.
This504

,

a 2.3-litreGLDdieselwith
a four-speed gearbox ,

wasdelivered
to itsfirstowner1500milesaway in

Brisbane
,

ontheQueenslandcoast.
Fromthebeginning ,

it wasdrivenhard . Three
give-no-quarterownersput300,000milesonthe
car in itsfirstnineyears ,

whichwouldhavebeen

Documentedhistoryincludesshots of
it withroobars

enough to bringmostcars to theirknees
.
Notthe

504 .

"

At thatstage ,

"

saysHerbert
,

" thecarwas
acquiredbytheblokewhoeventuallysold

it to me
,

anAustralian farmerwhohademigrated from
IrelandcalledGrahamSmith

. Heoverhauled the
engine " andthenthehardpart of

itslifebegan.
"

Smith lovedtravelling ,

and thecarhemost loved
drivingwasthischina-white

,

Melbourne-made
504

,

itsenginenowrejuvenated . Between1988
and1996thecarwasdrivenalmostnon-stop in

Queensland
'

s

'

unimproved
' outback

,

whereroads
wereusuallyrutted

, corrugatedandcovered in

loosestonesthatputthewindscreen at risk
. A

particularproblemwas `bulldust'
,

a notorious
airborne form of

reddirtthatcanbypasseven the
bestdoorseals

. Formuch of thistimethe504was
usedbySmith'

s daughter ,

whose jobas a relief
teacher

at variousfar-flungnativeAustralian
settlements tookheron1000-mile journeys in

temperaturesbeyond40degC.
Thesewere toughandriskyconditions for
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25TIMES

AROUNDTHE

WORLD

The70-series Michelinsaiditsfinerid : bootstillhousesspares fromitsepictrip

The2.3-litrediesel
,

rebuilt at various
times

,

runssweetly

anyonedrivingalone
,

Smithrecalls
,

butthe
combination of theFlyingDoctorandthe
renownedAustralian ' bushtelegraph'kepther
safe . Andthecarneverfailed to proceed .

When
Smith'

s daughterstoppedusing the504
,

it was
takenoverbyherhusband

,

a
notedleadfoot

,

who
pushed it to

thelimit .
Throw in

a
few of Smith' s

own3000-mileroundtripsand it'
s nowonder

that140,000milesfurtheron "
andwiththe

odometer readinganamazing880,000km
(

550,000miles
)

"
the504neededmore

refurbishment :
newringsandbearings ,

a
new

timingchain
,

a
secondhandcylinderhead

,

newgearboxseals
,

a

differentialrebuild
,

new
suspensionbushesand a

brakeoverhaul.

Whydidthesepeoplepersistwiththis504
,

whichwasnowveryold in mostpeople's
terms?

Theanswer is simple : early in itslife
,

the504
acquired a legendaryreputationforruggedness
andreliability ;

thisonewasstilltoogood to

throwaway. AsHerbertnotes
,

in theirheyday

504ssold in
reasonablenumbers in

theUK
,

but
theyarerareheretodaybecause in olderage ,

after a
life of comparatively lightduty,

mostwere

boughtupandshipped to
Africa

,

to
liveagain

in tougherconditions.
" Sometimesexporterswouldcutofftheroofs at

thebase of thepillars ,

" hesays ,

" because youcould

getmorebodiesinto a containerthatway . They'd

weldtheroofsbackon in
Africabecausetherewere

nolawsagainstthatkind of thing.
"

In 1997Smithdecided to return to Ireland.
Whatbetterway to gettherethan

to
drivethe

Peugeot ,

viaAsiaandEurope?Mechanicalwork
completed ,

heloaded the504 into a container
boundforBombay,

met it
thereanddroveon a

circuitousroute
to EuropevianorthernPakistan

,

where at onestageheencountered a
crowd of

Kalashnikov-wielding teenagerswhoadvisedhim
to buy a weapon of hisownas a way of making
theonwardjourneyeasier . CrossingIrantook a

week
(

1500miles
of

badroadsandbureaucracy )

although oneadvantagewasthatfuelcostjust
50pencepertank . Gradually ,

theroutebecame
easier

,

andfuelmoreexpensive ,

ashedrove

through Turkey,

Greece
, Italy,

Franceandcrossed

theChannel
at

lastintotheUK.
HereHerbert

, nowadaysthemillion-kilo
504's owner

,

enters thestory. At
thetimehewas

Thestickershint at itsAustralia-to-Britain adventure
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'

Thiscarseemed to

haveallthegripand
stability it needed

'

EMS623

4r I' m

KeithHerbertisn'
t
worriedaboutusingsuch a notablecar in wetweat r

;

thecabin is tidybut it hasclearlyseenplenty of actionandthe legacy of itshighmileageisn' t hidden

- secretary of theUK'
s PeugeotClub.

GlobetrottingSmith
, havingreachedhis

destination
,

reckoned thatHerbertandhisclub
membersmighthelpfmd

a newhomeforthe
much-travelled 504 . Hewasrightaboutthat : the
secretary himselfsnapped it upandthe504moved
intoelegantsemi-retirement in Wiltshire.

Herberthadacquiredhislove of themarque
several decadesearlierduring a chance
encounterwith a 504tradedby a friendlylocal
dealer .

"

I' d beenrunning lots of Britishstuff
,

" he
says ,

" andhappened to drive
a ' 71petrol1.8-litre

,

just to helptheguymake
a delivery . I wasso

impressedwith itssteering ,

ride
,

brakesand
handling that

I
endedupbuying it .

I ran it for a

couple of years ,

thenbought a new504estateand
I' vehadPeugeots eversince. "

Today,

Herbertowns
the504

,

aswellas
a 604

,

a 304coupe ,

a 305estate
and a 205

,

whose immaculate bodybelies the
202 ,000milesonitsodometer.

Thedaywecalled
at Herbert'

s place ,

theweather

wasdankanddrizzly,

thekind
of dayonwhich

owners of rarecarsprefer to keeptheminside.
Buttheworld '

s toughest504wasraring to go.
Westartedwith

a
walkaround

, notingthedent
nearthefuelfiller

(

" thatwasdonebya donkeyin

Turkey
"

)
,

theQueensland taxdiscstillinsidethe
windscreen

,

themountingsfor a genuineAussie
`roobar'

(

nowhanging in one of Herbert'
s
sheds

)

Theplateshowsthatthis504wasbuilt in Melbourfte

andtheabundantsignsofWaxoyl ,

whichhaskept
thedreaded tinwornmostly at bay.

Thereweremodifications .
Thedamperswere

beefierKonis
,

therewas a homemadeanti-glare
coveronthetop of thedashboard

" remarkably
intact

, giventhefragilityof1970sFrenchplastics
" and

a
mod

to theignitionswitch
to make

it

fixable in
a back-roads breakdown . Theradiator

had a secondheadertankandSmithhadfitted
a poweredsteeringrackfrom a 505

(

whichbolts
straightonand improvesonthe504' s

undergearedunassisted steering )

. Therewas
a new

battery (

"

It costme50quid ,

Steve " this
is getting

expensive
"

)

butthevastbootstillcontained the
samesmallbox

of spares thatthecarhadcarried
across theworld

.
Thegeneralmessagewasthat

overthepast60,000miles
,

breakdownshadbeen
non-existentandmaintenanceeasy.

Wedroveonsome of Herbert' s favouriteroads.
I' d hadvariousbrusheswiththePeugeot504

, years
ago in Australia

,

when it was
a currentmodel

(

see
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Anti-glaredash
cover is one of

many cabinmods

Herbertalso
owns a 604

,

304
,

305and205
separatestory ,

aboveright)

andwe' d evenhadone
in thefamily . Theappeal of

itslow-rate
, strolling

rideandunhurried
,

flexiblepowerdelivery " much
tootorqueyforitsamazingly low70bhppower
output " camefloodingpowerfullyback.

I loved thesweetness of this504's gearchanges
(

howmanymillionratioswapshadsmoothed
thisvelvetymechanism?

)

andalsoitsthinscreen
pillars ,

whichmadepullingacrosscrowded
junctionsseemsomucheasierthanusual

. Once
rolling ,

thecarwaswellable
to staywithmodern

trafficand
,

unlikemanycars of theperiod ,

it

seemed
to haveallthegripandstability it needed

,

rollingalongon70-seriesMichelins.
Herbertwaspleased at myreaction

,

butnot
surprised . Hedrivesthe504oftenandknows
that it'

s good .
He'

s neverprecious aboutits
antiquity ,

either
, although it mustbeconsiderable.

"

It'
s
notthecar'

s
valuethat'

s important ,

" he
says .

"

It'
s howgood it stillfeels

, givenwhere it

hasbeenandwhat it hasdone. "

BACKINTHEDAY...
...Idroveplenty of Peugeot504s.
Thirty-oddyearsagotheywerebig
news in Australia

,

where I was a road
tester

,

forallthereasonsnoted in

themainfeaturehere
. Thewhole

marquehadacquired a reputationfor
ruggedness in the ' aroundAustralia'
trials of the1950sand1960s

,

andthe
504hadproved (

forallitsthinbody
pillarsandFrenchtrimthatcracked
after a fewmonths in thesun

)

to be
themostrugged of thelot.

What I rememberbest
- andthe

feelingfloodedback in Wiltshire the
otherday - wasthesuperb , cosseting
ride . Fewcars of the1970scanhold

a candle to today' s machinery in

areasascrucialasridequality ,

both
primaryandsecondary . Butthe
504 is one of them

, courtesy of its
low-rate

, long-travelsuspension , good
geometry ,

talltyres , qualitydampers
andsophisticated ( especially forthe
time

) independentrearend . It' s really
ratherlifeaffirming to encountersuch
conclusive proofthat a goodcarthen
canbe a goodcarnow

. SC
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